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John chapters 13-17 have been called 

a number of things:

 Upper Room Ministry – because Jesus teaches this before, during, and 

after The Last Supper in the Upper Room

 Farewell Ministry of Jesus Christ – Jesus is preparing them for his departure 
and farewell.  These teachings will act as a transition from His presence to 

the Holy Spirit.

 The Last Words of Christ - these are the last teachings of Jesus to his 

disciples.  Often, we put a tremendous amount of weight on someone’s 

last words. These should be no exception!

 Summary Teachings of Christ – before He leaves earth, Jesus wants to 

summarize all that he has said and taught and shown. 



John 13:1-17 
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

Main Lessons

1.The immeasurable love of Christ for his disciples, 

despite their faults and failures.

2.The perfect example of the Perfect Servant.

3.The importance of practical service to one 

another.



Verse 1a – It was just before the Passover Festival. 

 Jesus Christ IS the final Passover Lamb. 

 Jesus had been under observation of God for 33.5 years and the 

Nation of Israel for three and a half years. 

He had proved to be without blemish and without spot. 

 John 1:29 – “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world!”

 Revelation 13:8 – “…the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”



Verse 1b - Jesus knew that his hour had come.

 This proves the omniscience of Jesus Christ. 

 The complete knowledge of Christ is emphasized three times (vs 1, vs 3, 

vs 11)

 It also shows us that God has a plan for the ages. 

 “The term “His Hour” occurs ten times in John.  Five times we read that 

His hour had not yet come, then in John 12:23 for the first time, He 
intimates that His hour had come.” (T. Ernest Wilson 19)

 The word “hour” refers to the whole period of His capture, abuse, 

crucifixion, burial, resurrection, and ascension.



Verse 1c - Having loved his own which were in the world.

 Chapter 13 opens and closes with love – vs 1 – Christ’s immeasurable love 

and vs 35 – our love for one another.

 Jesus loved each of his disciples even though they were not perfect. 

 Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of his disciples, denied by 

another, and deserted by all of them for a time.  Still he loved them to the 

very end.

 “We cannot know the depth of Jesus’ love unless we are willing to face the 

fact that he knows us completely.  Otherwise we are fooled into believing 

he must love the people we pretend to be, not the sinners we actually are.  

John and all his disciples convince us that God is able and willing to accept 

us as we are.” (Life Application Study Bible)

 Jesus loves us with a matchless, immeasurable, unconditional love. 



Verse 1d - He loved them to the very end.

 He could not love his disciples any more than he did. 

 His love could go no further, in fact his love would take him to the cross. 

 But he also loved them right to the very end of his life.  His love never 

ceased, his love didn't grow cold, and loved them right to the very end.

 He will continue to love them (and us) throughout eternity.



Verse 2 - And supper being ended, the devil having already put 
it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him,

 Again, we are reminded of the deity of Christ through his omniscience

 Jesus knew that Judas would betray him. He was not concerned, he did 

not feel threatened, and at this point he even showed love to Judas. 

 Judas was not the obvious betrayer.  After all, he was the one the 

disciples trusted to keep the money.

 Knowing everything, Jesus still washed the feet of Judas in the coming 

verses.

 Jesus fulfilled his own teaching in Matthew 5:44 – “Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you.” 



Verse 3a - Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into His hands

 NIV - Jesus knew that the Father had given all things to his power. 

 Jesus does not seem to have power over his enemies throughout the next 

24 hours. However, we are reminded by Christ himself that all power is 

given to Him. 

 Mark 2:10 – “The Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”

 Matthew 28:18 – “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” he 

said to his disciples before going to heaven.

 John 16:33 “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 

overcome the world.”



Verse 3b - He had come from God and was returning to 

God. 

 God was His master, who had sent Him on a mission. Jesus Christ would 

soon finish the mission for which He had come and then return to his 

father. 

 We sing “He came from Heaven to Earth to show us the way.”

 The Son of God became the Son of Man so that the sons of men may 

become the sons of God.



Verse 4 – He got up from the table, took off his outer 

garment, and wrapped himself with a towel. 

 This is so symbolic of his life work. Phil 2:5-8 describes this downward stoop.

 He veiled his glory in human flesh. He was Emmanuel, God With Us. “The 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

 The towel was the garb of a lowly servant.  Christ was the perfect servant. 

 Isaiah 42:1 – “Behold my servant, mine elect, in whom my soul delights.” 

 John 6:38 – “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own 

will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”

 His outer clothing is symbolic of his glory from that outer realm of heaven.



Verse 5a - After that he poured water into a basin. 

 I wonder if he was reminded of those prophetic words, “Isaiah 53:12 - He 

poured out his soul unto death.” 

 Psalm 22:14 – “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of 

joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.”

 He was and is the Water of Life, and He soon would pour out his life at the 

cross.

 John 7: 37 – “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up 

and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.”



Verse 5b - And began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying 

them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

 Jesus had said earlier in Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 Feet washing was “servant’s work”, but it was a very necessary task. 

 This is the ultimate example to us to provide practical help to one another. 

 As Christians, we are his hands and his feet.  It is our responsibility to help 

those around us in this way. 

 Galatians 6:10 - Let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who 

are of the household of faith. 

 Literal feet-washing is probably not necessary today, but what are some 

things we can do?



Verse 6-8a “Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to 

Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” Jesus answered and said to 

him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know 
after this.” Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!”

 “Seeing his Master behave like a slave must have confused Peter. He still 

did not understand Jesus’ teaching that to be a leader, a person must be 
a servant.” (Life Application Bible)

 This is not a comfortable passage for leaders who find it hard to serve 

those beneath them.  

 How do you treat those who work under you (whether children, 

employees, or volunteers)?

 “Peter’s interpretation of leadership was that of being served, not of 

serving. Once Peter understands the cross, the foot washing will make 
more sense.”



Verse 8 – “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”

 Jesus here is reminding Peter that salvation is through Christ alone. 

 We must be washed in the blood of the Lamb. If we are not washed, we 

are not saved, and we are not fit for heaven. 

 On a practical note…unless Peter submitted to him and allowed Jesus to 

minister in this way, Peter would never learn the lesson of humility.

 “As Christians walk through this world, we contract a certain amount of 
defilement. We need to be constantly cleansed.  This cleansing takes 

place by the water of the Word. (MacDonald 1542).



Verse 10 – Those who have had a bath need only to 

wash their feet, and their whole body is clean.

 Even as Christians, we will fall, and we will fail - just like the disciples did. 

 But the Word of God is clear that we can “confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins.” 1 John 1:9

 The priests had a twofold washing: the bathing when they were consecrated (Lev. 

8:6), which was once for all, and the subsequent frequent washings of hands and 

feet whenever they entered the sanctuary (Ex.30:19). 

 “The bath speaks of the cleansing received at the time of ones’ salvation.  

Cleansing from the penalty of sin through the blood of Christ takes place only 

once.  The basin speaks of cleansing from the pollution of sin and must take place 

continually through the Word of God.  There is one bath, but many foot-

washings.” (MacDonald 1542)



Verse 10b-11 - Ye are clean, but not all. For he knew 

who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all 
clean.

 “The disciples had received the bath of regeneration, except Judas.  He 

had never been saved.  

 With full knowledge of all things, the Lord knew that Judas would betray 

Him, and so He singled out one as never having had the bath of 

redemption.



Verse 12a. He put on his clothes and returned to his 

place. 

 This is what he would do in 50 days. He would return to his place in 

heaven, glorified and victorious.

 Jesus would again have his outward Glory - it would no longer be 

veiled in flesh when he sat down on the right hand of the throne of 

his Father in heaven.



Verse 12b. He said to them, “Do you know what I have 

done to you? 

 The questions of the Saviour form one of His most effective methods of 

teaching.

 “Jesus did not wash his disciples’ feet just to get them to be nice to each 

other.  His far greater goal was to extend his mission on earth after he was 

gone.  These men were to move into the world serving God, serving each 

other, and serving all people to whom they took the message of 

salvation.” (Life Application Bible)



Verse 13-14 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I 

am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 
also ought to wash one another's feet.

 His example showed that the highest rank in the power structure of the 

kingdom is that of servant.

 Wash one another’s feet – practical helps

 Keep each other clean by constant fellowship over the Word



Verse 15 – I have given you an example to follow.

 What an example He was in every way.

 If even He, God in the flesh, is willing to serve, we his followers must 

also be servants, willing to serve in any way that glorifies God.

 Are you willing to follow Christ’s example of serving?  Who can you 

serve today?

 If pride or personal animosities prevents us from stooping to serve our 

brethren, we should remember that we are not greater than our 

Master. 

 “The example that Jesus has set is that of humility. True love is an 

enduring love that seeks to serve others at expense to self.” 

(Quicknotes 191)



Verse 17. Now that you know these things, blessed are 

you if you do them. 

 There is truly a blessing when we follow the example of Christ in 

anything. 

 “To know these truths concerning humility and unselfishness and 

service is one thing, but one can know them and never practice them.  

The real value and  blessedness lie in doing them!” (MacDonald 1543)

 In this passage, Jesus is promising that if we offer practical help to 

those around us, we will be blessed. Amen!
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