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Romans 12 

1 Corinthians 12 

Ephesians 4 

1 Peter 4 

 

What are Spiritual Gifts? 

 

 

 

What is the purpose of Spiritual Gifts? 

 

 

 

How are Spiritual Gifts to be used? 

 

 

 

 

What Spiritual Gift(s) have I been given? 

 

 

 

 

How am I using the gift(s)? 

 

 

 

 

 

What is preventing me from using the gift(s)? 

 

 

 

 

 

What steps am I going to use my gift(s) more effectively in the future? 

 

 

 

  



Gift Description Reference 

Teaching 

 

The ability to accurately and clearly explain the word of God.  

Often linked with the gift of speaking, but not always.  Teaching 

can be public, or one on one.  Others can teach in a Bible reading, 

but not well from a pulpit, or vise-versa.  Others may be able to 

teach in a Sunday school class.  Requires an investment of study.   

Romans 

12.6-8 

1 Cor. 

12.28 

Eph. 4.11 

Speaking 

 

Publicly teach or preach the word of God.  Publicly stand before 

the congregation and teach or exhort so that the believers are built 

up.  Or an evangelist could publicly preach the Gospel. May be 

interpreted as a category of gifts.  

1 Pete 4.9-

11 

Exhortation Stirring others up to respond to the word of God.  Reaching into a 

person’s heart to cause a response to the word of God. 

Rom. 

12.6-8 

Prophecy The proclamation of the Word of God.  A sign gift used during the 

initial establishment of the church, including predicting correctly 

future events. 

May be used today to accurately proclaim the truth of God’s word.  

In agreement to the Faith in accordance with what is already 

revealed.  

Rom. 

12.6-8 

1 Cor. 

12.10,28 

Service Or ministry.  A very broad term; covers any service for the Lord.  

Ability to discern the needs of others in the local church, and then 

meet the needs.  Can be a ‘behind’ the scenes. 

Rom. 

12.6-8 

1 

Pete.4.9-

11 

Giving Ability to discern needs and provide what is needed to meet the 

needs.  Usually unnoticed – giving is done without drawing 

attention to yourself.  Should be done generously and cheerfully. 

Romans 

12.6-8 

Helps Similar to the gift of service.  A person who is looking for practical 

ways to help others.  This very important gift helps to bind the 

believers together in the love as it demonstrates practical love. 

1 Cor. 

12.28 

Mercy This is to be done with cheerfulness.  When someone is in need, 

this person is moved with compassion to come alongside and 

attend to them.  This could be helping the elderly with some 

practical things that they can no longer do or being of support to 

those that are sick or are going through a hard phase in their life.  

We all go through difficult days/seasons, we all need brothers and 

sisters with the gift of mercy. 

Romans 

12.6-8 

Faith We all have faith, we come to salvation in Christ through faith.  But 

some believers have an extraordinary amount of faith to really rest 

on God’s word.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of 

God – there is a need to know the scriptures in order to exercise 

this gift. 

1 Cor. 

12.9 

Leads Or Rules.  Guiding others in the right way to go.  Leading by 

example, not ruling by demanding obedience.  Showing others how 

to live a Godly life by walking before them as an example.    Elders 

Romans 

12.8 



are not to lord over the flock but are to be an example to them – 1 

Peter 5.3 

Administration Governments. Those who know how to organize the spiritual 

affairs of the local assembly.  The root of the word is to steer a 

ship.  Those people who clearly understand why we are here, 

where we are going and what we need to do.  The ability to wisely 

and responsibly use and organize the resources available.  They 

can recognize the strengths and weaknesses in others and organize 

them to be of the greatest spiritual benefit to the assembly. 

1 Cor. 

12.28 

Evangelist The gift to be able to effectively communicate the gospel.  A 

passion to see people saved.  Evangelists preach the gospel to 

unbelievers.  They also equip the saints to spread the gospel as it is 

the job of all of us to evangelize. 

Eph. 4.11 

Shepherd Pastor A person who really loves and cares for God’s people.  

People who come alongside and feed and care for our souls.  A 

genuine care for the spiritual well-being of others.   

Eph 4. 11 

Word of 

Wisdom 

To discern the workings of God.  To know the mind of God in a 

situation.  Many believe that this belongs to the sign gifts 

1 Cor 12.8 

Word of 

Knowledge 

To receive and share divinely given knowledge.  One of the sign 

gifts.  No longer needed now that we have the complete cannon of 

scripture. 

1 Cor. 

12.8 

Discerning of 

Spirits 

The ability to distinguish between a person who is led or speaking 

by the Spirit of God and someone who is under the power of an 

evil spirit.  Listed with other sign gifts, not needed in the same way 

today as we have the completed scriptures to compare with.  

1 Cor. 

12.10 

Tongues The ability to speak in an previously unknown (to the speaker) 

language.  A sign given at the establishment of the Church to 

demonstrate to the Jews that it was of God 

1 Cor. 

12.10 

1 Cor. 

12.28 

Interpretation 

of Tongues 

The gift to interpret what is being said in a foreign language.  It was 

necessary to use this gift whenever the gift of tongues was 

employed in the local church. 

1 Cor. 

12.10 

Healing The gift to immediately heal people who were sick or disabled.  A 

sign gift to give authentication to the gospel message. 

1 Cor. 

12.9, 28 

Miracles The ability to perform something supernatural.  Causing someone 

to go blind (Acts. 13) for example. 

1 Cor. 

12.10,28 

Apostles A person.  The 12 apostles (Matthias replaced Judas).  They were 

foundational to the church. 

1 Cor. 

12.28 

Eph 4.11 

 


